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This study examines the role of artificial intelligence (AI) in enhancing authenticity within political campaigns, 

focusing on the implications for voter engagement and trust. As political communication increasingly shifts 

towards digital platforms, the demand for genuine and relatable messaging has intensified, particularly among 

younger voters. The integration of AI technologies, such as data analytics, presents both opportunities and 

challenges in crafting authentic political narratives. This research employs a qualitative methodology, utilizing 

content analysis of social media campaigns, and political strategists to explore how AI is utilized to create 

engaging and personalized political messages. Findings indicate that while AI can enhance the authenticity of 

political communication by tailoring messages to resonate with specific voter demographics, it also raises ethical 
concerns regarding misinformation and manipulation. The study highlights the need for transparency and ethical 

considerations in the deployment of AI technologies in political campaigns, emphasizing that maintaining 

democratic values is crucial in an era where technology plays an increasingly central role in shaping political 

discourse. Ultimately, this research contributes to the ongoing dialogue about the intersection of AI and political 

authenticity, offering insights into how campaigns can effectively navigate the complexities of modern electoral 

strategies. 
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1. INTRODUCTION 
In the rapidly evolving landscape of political campaigning, the intersection of authenticity and artificial 

intelligence (AI) has become a focal point for candidates seeking to engage voters in meaningful ways. As political 

communication adapts to the digital age, there is a growing demand for genuine and relatable messaging from 

political leaders. This demand is particularly pronounced in a time when public trust in political figures and 

institutions is at an all-time low. The emergence of AI technologies, especially deepfakes, presents both exciting 

opportunities and significant challenges in the pursuit of authentic political communication.  

 

Deepfake technology, which enables the creation of highly realistic synthetic videos, is poised to play a 

transformative role in political campaigns. On one hand, it offers the potential to craft compelling narratives that 

capture the attention of voters, making political messages more engaging and persuasive. On the other hand, the 
capacity of deepfakes to blur the lines between reality and fabrication raises critical concerns about the authenticity 

of political messaging. The potential misuse of this technology to manipulate political narratives and disseminate 

misinformation poses a serious threat to the credibility of political discourse and the integrity of electoral 

processes. 

 

Social media platforms serve as the battlegrounds for modern political discourse, amplifying the impact of AI 

technologies. These platforms facilitate the rapid spread of information, which can either enhance or undermine 

perceptions of authenticity. AI-driven micro-targeting allows campaigns to tailor messages to specific voter 

groups, making political communication feel more relevant and personal. However, this precision also raises 

ethical concerns regarding manipulation and privacy, as voters may feel uneasy about being subjected to highly 

targeted messaging. The challenge lies in balancing personalized communication with the need for genuine 
representation, as voters are increasingly adept at identifying and reacting negatively to inauthentic messages. 
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Beyond the immediate implications for messaging, the use of AI in political campaigns raises broader questions 

about its influence on democratic norms and voter perceptions. As campaigns increasingly rely on AI for voter 

analytics and strategic decision-making, concerns about the erosion of democratic values and the potential for 

heightened political polarization become more pronounced. It is essential for all stakeholders—politicians, 

technologists, and voters—to engage in meaningful discussions about the ethical implications of AI in political 

contexts. Developing strategies that prioritize transparency and authenticity will be crucial in ensuring that these 

technologies contribute positively to democratic processes. 
 

2. METHODS 
The data collection process involves gathering a wide array of campaign materials, including social media posts 

from platforms such as Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram, as well as video content from YouTube and other video-

sharing services. We also collect digital advertisements that have been disseminated across various online 

platforms. This diverse collection of materials allows us to capture the multifaceted ways in which AI technologies 

are employed in political campaigns.  

 

3. RESULTS AND DISCUSSION 
The political campaign of the Prabowo-Gibran pair for Indonesia's 2024 presidential election serves as a 

compelling case study in the application of artificial intelligence (AI) within political strategies. This campaign 

highlights how AI can be leveraged to engage a diverse electorate, particularly the tech-savvy younger generation, 

through innovative and personalized communication methods. The integration of AI technologies into the 

campaign strategy reflects a broader trend in political campaigning, where data-driven insights and digital tools 

are increasingly essential for success. 

 

AI-driven data analytics play a crucial role in informing the campaign's strategies. By analyzing voter preferences 

and behaviors, the campaign can deliver personalized messages that address the specific concerns of different 
voter segments. This targeted approach not only boosts voter engagement but also enhances the overall 

effectiveness of the campaign. However, the reliance on data analytics raises ethical considerations regarding 

privacy and the potential for manipulation. As highlighted by Jobin and Ienca, while fostering trust in AI is 

essential, it is equally important to maintain scrutiny over its applications to ensure that ethical standards are 

upheld (Jobin & Ienca, 2019). The Prabowo-Gibran campaign must navigate these challenges by implementing 

measures to verify the accuracy of information shared through AI-driven platforms and maintaining transparency 

in their messaging. 

 

The integration of AI into political campaigns also prompts broader questions about the implications of technology 

on political narratives and voter perceptions. While AI can enhance the effectiveness of political messaging, it 

also has the potential to amplify biases and deepen societal divisions. As Sætra notes, the future capabilities of AI 
in governance are still speculative, and the political harms associated with algorithmic governance must be 

critically examined (Sætra, 2020) . The Prabowo-Gibran campaign must be mindful of these risks and strive to 

use AI in a manner that supports democratic values and processes. 

 

Furthermore, the ethical challenges associated with AI usage in political campaigns cannot be overstated. The 

potential for misinformation and manipulation is a significant concern, particularly in the context of social media, 

where misleading information can spread rapidly and undermine public trust in the electoral process. The 

Prabowo-Gibran campaign must remain vigilant in ensuring that their use of AI adheres to ethical standards, 

thereby safeguarding the integrity of the electoral process. This involves not only verifying the accuracy of 

information shared but also fostering a culture of transparency and accountability within the campaign. 

 

4. CONCLUSION 
Prabowo-Gibran campaign exemplifies the transformative potential of AI in Indonesian political campaigns. By 

leveraging AI for engaging visual content, insightful data analytics, and targeted messaging, the campaign seeks 

to connect with younger voters and reshape perceptions. However, navigating the ethical challenges associated 

with AI is crucial to maintaining transparency and upholding democratic principles. As AI continues to play an 

increasingly integral role in political campaigns, ongoing discussions about its ethical implications and strategies 

to mitigate risks will be vital for ensuring that technology serves to enhance, rather than undermine, democratic 

processes. 
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